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stay african safari lodges

Tanzania �
Lamai Serengeti, 
Northern Serengeti 
a 13-room lodge 
built into a rocky 
outcropping with 
expansive views of an 
acacia-dotted plain.

Game Time
some of the region’s 
best game viewing 
happens a short 
drive from the lodge. 
sightings of leopards 
and klipspringers (a 
species of antelope) 
are guaranteed.

Soak in the View 
the pool, set among 
the rocks a mile 
above the plain, 
offers arguably the 
most scenic swim  
in africa.

Safari Style
the lodge’s rugs 
and hand-woven 
bedspreads come 
from neighboring 
Kenya. bar stools that 
were once tractor 
seats and mesh 
lamp-shades crafted 
from repurposed 
fish traps add to the 
creative, folk-inspired 
ambience. 
From $450. nomad-
tanzania.com

Call of the wild
By darrell hartman

the fantasies associated with the African safari are timeless, but the 
traveler’s experience has evolved since the days of Isak Dinesen. Across the 
continent, a new crop of lodges, guided by the principle of lower-impact luxury, 
has made sustainable practices and wildlife conservation the norm. Meanwhile, 
small-scale camps have sprung up in areas where only indigenous tribes and 
scientists had been before. The result is more options than ever for both 
comfort lovers and adventurers seeking a more rugged brand of exploration.
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namibia �
Sossusvlei Desert Lodge,  
NamibRand Nature Reserve
the safari outfitter 
andbeyond reopened 10 
stone-and-glass villas in 2011 
after a complete redesign. 

Star Light, Star Bright
the night skies here are so 
pure the area has earned 
status as an International dark 
sky reserve. an astronomer 
leads stargazing sessions at 
the on-site observatory.  

Land of Sand 
the world’s most ancient 
desert lies just outside the 
lodge, with famous dunes 
that can be explored by four-
wheeler or on foot.

Desert Dining 
despite the lodge’s isolation, 
the chef prepares a menu 
that includes springbok, kudu, 
and homemade sorbet. 
From $834. 27/(0) 11-809-4314, 
andbeyondafrica.com

republic of The congo �
Odzala Camps, Odzala- 
Kokoua National Park
since opening last august, 
two jungle camps, ngaga 
and lango, have become a 
gateway to the lesser known 
tropics of central africa. 

Indigenous Architecture
located on the edge of more 
than 3.3 million acres of park 
land, the camp’s 12 raffia-
thatched huts are inspired 
by the building techniques of 
local b’aka pygmy groups. 

Wildlife Waiting Rooms
guests watch for lowland 
gorillas and crowned monkeys 
in comfortable hideouts built 
near bai [forest clearings]. 

Jungle Cruise
guests can explore the area’s 
interweaving rivers in flat-
bottomed, motorized canoes. 
From $5,885 for six nights.  
27/(0) 11-807-1800, wilderness-
collection.com

The sand dunes  
surrounding Sossusvlei 
Desert Lodge, left and 
below, can reach 650 
feet. Guests at Ngaga 
Camp, bottom, sleep in 
tree houses with wrap-
around forest views.
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stay

1. BOTSWANA
Kalahari camp
a recent refurbishment 
has brought larger tents, 
moroccan rugs, and four-
poster campaign beds to 
this woodland property 
near the makgadikgadi salt 
pans. a visit to the nearby 
meerkat conservation 
project is a must. 
From $430. 27/(0) 11-447-
1605, unchartedafrica.com 

5. zAmBIA
chinzombo
the design of the six-
villa camp set along the 
luangwa river relies on 
crosswinds for cooling and 
reeds and leather for its 
furnishings. yoga classes 
and private pools are 
examples of the camp’s 
resort-like amenities.
From $575. 26/(0) 216-246-
025, normancarrsafaris.com

4. TANzANIA
Rubondo Island Camp
for decades, the 
zoologists who oversee 
this island’s flourishing 
chimpanzee project were 
the only inhabitants. now, 
visitors can play Jane 
goodall when they stay at 
one of eight new cottages 
at rubondo Island camp. 
From $620. 27/(0) 21-418-
0468, asiliaafrica.com

3. mOzAmBIque
Kubatana camp
a glamorous safari 
destination in the 1960s, 
the million-plus-acre 
gorongosa national park 
is making a comeback. 
zebra, buffalo, and 
wildebeest are being 
reintroduced, along with a 
new generation of visitors. 
From $620. 27/(0) 21-418-
0468, asiliaafrica.com

2. KeNyA
mahali mzuri
guests can view game 
from the bathtub of their 
futuristic orange tents 
at sir richard branson’s 
latest african hospitality 
venture. the retreat opens 
in august, in the path of 
the great wildebeest 
migration. 
From $590. (877) 577-8777, 
virginlimitededition.com

5 more safari stays throughout africa

  WATCh A VIDeO ABOuT WILDLIfe IN The SeReNGeTI > afar.com/serengetivideo

malawi �
mkulumadzi, majete  
Wildlife Reserve
robin pope safaris recently 
debuted this property of  
eight bush chalets. each has a 
sunken tub big enough for two.

eco Air Conditioning 
green roofs are planted with 
indigenous grasses and aloe 
plants to keep rooms cool.
 
lion King 
Following the reintroduction 
of lions last year, Majete 
Wildlife Reserve is the only 
reserve in Malawi that can 
lay claim to the Big Five: 
lion, African elephant, Cape 
buffalo, rhino, and leopard.  
 
epic excursions
the dramatic Kapichira 
falls is a short drive from 
mkulumadzi. fearless travelers 
can spot crocs during boat 
tours of the shire river. 
From $350. 265/(0) 17-94-491, 
mkulumadzi.com

Kenya �
Basecamp’s eagle View,  
mara Naboisho Conservancy
eagle view’s nine tented 
suites opened a year ago on a 
ridge that overlooks a broad 
swath of savannah in the mara 
naboisho conservancy.  

Community Support 
the camp pays a guaranteed 
income to each of the 
approximately 500 families 
who own the conservancy.  

Nighttime Safari 
maasai guides lead guests 
on night drives or walks and 
use animal-friendly spotlights 
to illuminate nocturnal 
creatures.

Window on the Animal World 
suites overlook a salt lick that 
attracts one of the highest 
densities of lions in africa. It’s 
not uncommon to find a lion’s 
kill in the morning. 
From $380. 254/(0) 73-333-
3909, basecampkenya.com

Eagle View camp in Kenya holds  
dinners on its game viewing deck, 

top left. Cottages at the Mkulumadzi 
lodge in Malawi, above, are made 

from natural materials.


